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   irst, let me say thank you to my peers for
electing me to serve as Chair of the Board of
Directors for the Mid-Region Council of Gov-
ernments. It is an honor to lead this very im-
portant organization. There are many issues
facing our region that we must address to-
gether.

And next, a very heartfelt thank you to Terese
Ulivarri for serving as Chair for the past two
years.  I look forward to following her example
of leading MRCOG in a positive direction.
Under the leadership of our Executive Direc-
tor, Lawrence Rael, MRCOG excels as the four-
county regional organization. We assist our
member communities, counties and pueblos
in identifying and reaching local as well as
regional goals. I am very proud of this Coun-
cil of Governments and its staff that is sec-
ond to none.

The upcoming year will be a challenging one
for MRCOG. Regional issues we must address
include water planning, regional security and
cooperation, long range planning, air quality,
and the formation of a regional transit district.
In addition, MRCOG has taken on fiscal ad-
ministration for the Workforce Connection of
Central New Mexico.

Please take a moment to review our Annual
Report and familiarize yourself with the ac-
complishments of the past year and the use-
ful support and information the MRCOG has
to offer you and your community.

John H. Hooker
Chair, MRCOG Board of Directors

 F      s we review the accomplishments of
MRCOG during the past year, we are pleased
to see the progress in bringing a regional ori-
entation to state and local policy decisions.  At
all levels, elected officials recognize that many
of our most pressing concerns cross commu-
nity boundaries and issues such as economic
development, water resource management,
homeland security, transportation, and air
quality, demand regional cooperation and
communication.  We commend Governor
Richardson and the 2003 Legislature for their
support of the Regional Transit District Act,
and look forward to seeing transit become a
model for intergovernmental cooperation in
this part of New Mexico.

Although each community in the MRCOG
region has its unique identity, there are many
challenges that are common to all.  MRCOG
will continue to serve as a forum for address-
ing local issues thorough communication and
collaboration among our member govern-
ments.   We look forward to the leadership of
Mayor Hooker, and to the challenges of the
coming year.

Lawrence Rael
Executive Director
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Lawrence Rael
Executive Director

     t has been my pleasure serving as your
chair for the past two years. I am beaming with
pride at the accomplishments we’ve achieved.
Among those, I think that the increase in our
meeting attendance and participation speaks
volumes about the commitment of our mem-
bers. Our board has grown to be recognized
as a cohesive and respected body, and I am
genuinely proud to have had the opportunity
to lead such a great group of people.

Secondly, we have made great strides in our
efforts to draw attention to some of the more
critical matters facing our region. From re-
gional transportation to water and air quality
issues, I think our elected officials, Native
American neighbors, and the citizens we serve,
all know a bit more about the vital mission of
MRCOG.

It would be hard to reflect upon the many suc-
cesses of MRCOG without a heartfelt note of
thanks to our Executive Director Lawrence
Rael. His guidance and support through many
of our important matters has been a blessing,
and one for which I am truly grateful. I wish
John the best of luck in the coming year.
Thanks to everyone for their undying support,
and a great two years.

A. Terese Ulivarri
Past Chair, MRCOG Board of Directors
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New Successes . . .
paving the way for the future

Dr. David A. Sampson (right), U.S.
Commerce Assistant Secretary for
Economic Development, Economic
Development Administration
(EDA), presents Albuquerque
Mayor Martin Chavez and
Congresswoman Heather Wilson a
check for $1.5 million for
infrastructure improvements to the
City’s Double Eagle II Airport.

MRCOG is pleased that the national
Council on Competitiveness has chosen
the MRCOG region as one of six dis-
tricts in the United States to conduct a
“Competitiveness Initiative” – a com-
prehensive study of the region’s eco-
nomic development strengths and
weaknesses, and a forum for develop-
ing future economic development ini-
tiatives.  The study will culminate in a
regional summit scheduled for late Sep-
tember 2003. The initiative will help our
region capitalize on its assets and make
strategic decisions to pave the way for
innovation-driven economic growth.

This year, MRCOG assisted with the
preparation of two grant applications
that were funded by the Economic De-
velopment Administration (EDA). The
MRCOG region is an Economic Devel-
opment District designated by the U.S.
Department of Commerce, EDA. A $1.5
million grant was awarded for telecom-
munications and drainage improve-
ments at Double Eagle II Airport and a
second grant will construct a business
incubator in the South Valley of
Bernalillo County.

Economic Development

MRCOG was pleased to see the 2003 Legislature act on many of the issues iden-
tified as our legislative priorities.  Several of our most important objectives were
passed and signed by the Governor including legislation enabling Regional Transit
Districts (see page 4); funding for the “In-Plant Training” Program; increased
State financial assistance for local governments; and reimbursement to local gov-
ernments for detention costs of state prisoners.

Other MRCOG initiatives, such as greater utilization of Planning and Develop-
ment Districts as sub-state areas for state programs, and restructuring of the State’s
tax code, are being considered by the Governor’s office and the Blue Ribbon Tax
Commission for future implementation.

The Legislature incorporated many of our water proposals into bills that address
the current water crisis by focusing on water conservation and giving water rights
holders more flexibility in how their water can be used.  Proposals to allow “wa-
ter banking” and short-term water transfers were approved. In addition, a pro-
posal to dedicate at least 10% of all severance tax bonding capacity to water
projects in New Mexico was also approved.  Such projects can include the stor-
age, conveyance or delivery of water to end-users; the implementation of the
federal Endangered Species Act of 1973; the restoration of watersheds; or flood
prevention.
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MRCOG Priorities Successful in the
 2003 Legislative Session

MRCOG Board Chair John Hooker, Mayor of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, and Vice
Chair Terese Ulivarri, Councilor, City of Belen, present Commissioner William Sapien
of Sandoval County with a Regional Excellence Award at the 2002 awards dinner.

MRCOG Board Officers
John H. Hooker, Chair
A. Terese Ulivarri, Vice Chair



New Challenges . . .
promoting regional cooperation

For many years, the member govern-
ments of MRCOG have recognized that
there is an increasing demand for pub-
lic transportation services that operate
between the communities in this area.
For that reason, the MRCOG Board
voted to make the creation of Regional
Transit Districts (RTDs) one of our top
legislative initiatives for the 2003 ses-
sion.  In March, the Legislature passed,
and the Governor signed, the Regional
Transit District Act. MRCOG is now
working to put the pieces into place to
create a RTD in this region.

A RTD in the Middle Rio Grande re-
gion offers regional transit planning
through a focused, coordinated forum,
and addresses the needs of commuters
and those who travel between commu-
nities to access goods and services.  A
RTD can provide the dedicated local
funding required to operate a reliable
transit system and leverage federal
grants, and will allow economy of scale
by providing a unified transit system
in a region where several currently op-
erate.

Regional Transit

MRCOG’s leadership in the RTD pro-
cess will draw on our strengths as an
organization.  One of our primary re-
sponsibilities as a State Planning and
Development District is to facilitate in-
tergovernmental cooperation on re-
gional issues such as transportation,
and we offer a neutral forum for involv-
ing local elected offi-
cials in the planning
and operation of the
RTD.   In addition, the
process will take ad-
vantage of MRCOG’s
expertise in providing
transportation and
planning services.
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New regional challenges have been
embraced by the MRCOG Board. Board
members Tim Cummins, Bernalillo
County, Tim Eichenberg, AMAFCA, and
Jim Owen, Rio Rancho, are shown  above
(left to right) along with Steven Anaya,
Moriarty, Charles Aguilar, Bernalillo, and
Gary Kanin, Corrales at left (left to right).

The map above shows commuting patterns into (blue)
and out of (yellow) Bernalillo County where 88% of the
region’s jobs are located. 2000 Census data shows over
39,000 workers commute each day from Sandoval, Santa
Fe, Torrance and Valencia Counties. Existing track from
Belen (left) to Bernalillo could provide infrastructure for a
regional commuter rail line. The Village of Los Lunas
(below) operates an on-demand transit system providing
service within Valencia County and into the Albuquerque
area.

B E R N A L I L L O  C O .

S A N D O V A L  C O .
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The RTD Act provides a framework for
local governments to cooperate on re-
gional transit projects. MRCOG will
provide the staff and technical support
needed to make reliable, cost-effective,
customer-oriented transit a reality in
this region.



Homeland Security

Workforce Investment
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MRCOG may soon play an important
role integrating local elected officials
into the planning process for homeland
security initiatives in our region.  We
will be working with the New Mexico
Office of Homeland Security to use the
existing COG structure to assist local
governments in developing plans for
each community, and to ensure that the
elected officials are involved in the
planning process.

The Office of Homeland Security rec-
ognizes that many of its initiatives must
be developed on a regional basis and
that local elected officials must be an
integral, ongoing part of the planning
and implementation process. MRCOG
has the expertise and resources needed
to prepare integrated emergency plans
on a regional level. Our existing role in

facilitating intergovernmental coopera-
tion on comparable regional issues of-
fers a mechanism for involving local
elected officials in the planning and
implementation of Homeland Security
strategies. In addition, we maintain the
transportation, land use, and popula-
tion databases to be used in develop-
ing emergency preparedness and re-
sponse plans.

Across the United States, the implemen-
tation of national Homeland Security
initiatives will require a great deal of
communication and cooperation across
community boundaries by elected offi-
cials, police and fire officials, healthcare
providers, and many other institutions
and individuals that are devoted to
public safety. MRCOG is pleased to
commit our resources and strengths to
furthering that effort.

MRCOG has been selected to serve as the Administra-
tive Entity/Fiscal Agent for the Workforce Investment
Act (WIA) program effective July 1, 2003.  The Workforce
Connection of Central New Mexico (the Local Workforce
Board) selected MRCOG to administer this Federal pro-
gram in Bernalillo, Sandoval, Torrance and Valencia
Counties.  One-Stop Service Centers are operational in
each county and provide a full range of services to both
job seekers and area employers.

The WIA program is designed to increase employment opportunities, employ-
ment retention, and earnings, as well as to increase occupational skills attain-
ment. As a result, this will improve the quality of the workforce, reduce welfare
dependency, and enhance the productivity and competitiveness of the State of
New Mexico. During the last program year, approximately 11,000 participants
were served in the Central Area through the WIA program.

Clients listen intently during a Job Search Workshop
offered by the Workforce Connection of Central New
Mexico (above).

Fire and emergency medical services are
at the core of Homeland Security planning.
Los Ranchos (left) acquired a new fire truck
in 2003. The Neil Mertz Judicial Complex
in Estancia (below) serves Torrance County
and houses District and Magistrate Court
operations.

City/County Unification

The consolidation of the City of
Albuquerque and Bernalillo
County into a single, unified gov-
ernment could change the dy-
namics of governance in the re-
gion.

The New Mexico Constitution
now enables Albuquerque and
Bernalillo County residents to
adopt a charter for a unified local
government. The Unification
Charter Commission is preparing
a document establishing the
structure for the new govern-
ment. This charter will be submit-
ted to the voters of Bernalillo
County for their approval or re-
jection on November 4, 2003. If
approved, the process of unifying
the two governments will pro-
ceed. If rejected, another Charter
Commission must be appointed
and a new charter drafted and
submitted to voters within 12
months.

MRCOG is prepared to ensure the
continuation of regional coopera-
tion and the coordination of gov-
ernments during the transition to
a unified government should vot-
ers approve the proposed charter.



The preservation and management of
water resources is a growing concern
in this region due to below normal rain-
fall in the past several years. There is
now a sense of urgency to find a bal-
ance between the available water sup-
ply and the consumptive use of water.

Regional water plans provide guidance
to local governments in implementing
water management programs with
common goals and cooperative results
to preserve a region’s water supply for
future generations. These plans are also
intended to be integrated into the State
Water Plan.

MRCOG encompasses two regional wa-
ter planning areas:  the Estancia Basin
and the Middle Rio Grande. The
Estancia Basin regional water plan has
been completed. MRCOG, along with
its Water Resources Board and the Wa-
ter Assembly (a nonprofit volunteer
organization), have established a part-
nership to develop, adopt, and imple-
ment an effective water plan for the
Middle Rio Grande Water Planning
Region composed of Sandoval,
Bernalillo, and Valencia counties.

Middle Rio Grande
Regional Water Plan

By means of an open, inclusive and par-
ticipatory process of extensive public
involvement by local governments as
well as a wide array of stakeholder in-
terests, the Water Resources Board and
Water Assembly partnership is devel-
oping the regional water plan. Funding
for contract consultants for the program
is being provided by the Interstate
Stream Commission, and funding for
MRCOG staff support is being pro-
vided by MRCOG member local gov-
ernments. Modeling support from
Sandia Laboratories and the UNM/

Water Planning and Management . . .
tackling critical issues
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Regional Water Planning

Utton Transboundary Center is being
utilized for plan development. Addi-
tional funds and substantial volunteer
expertise and support are being sup-
plied by the Water Assembly.

At this time, an analysis of water man-
agement alternative actions has been
completed. Future scenarios have been
developed depicting various combina-
tions of alternative actions which best
meet the water use goals of the plan.
Prior to completion, a composite or pre-
ferred scenario will be presented as the
basis for the Middle Rio Grande re-
gional water plan. The plan is sched-
uled for completion by the end of this
year.

Conserving Resources

Managing water in times of drought is
a major regional issue driving the plan-
ning process. MRCOG will  assist local
governments in implementing the
goals, objectives, and recommendations
of the regional water plans. One of the
implementation strategies already un-
derway is the development and adop-
tion of local government water conser-
vation programs and drought emer-
gency contingency plans.

Balancing Needs

Another complex  regional issue affects
planning for the demands of people as
well as the needs of the natural envi-
ronment. Compliance with the federal
Endangered Species Act will affect wa-
ter resources throughout the Middle
Rio Grande valley. For example, the
City of Albuquerque is taking the lead
in developing a long-range recovery
program for endangered species in the
Middle Rio Grande. The current focus
is on the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow
and the Southwestern Willow Fly-
catcher which have an established habi-
tat in the Middle Rio Grande area
within and along the river.

Middle Rio GrandeMiddle Rio GrandeMiddle Rio GrandeMiddle Rio GrandeMiddle Rio Grande
WWWWWater Rater Rater Rater Rater Resouresouresouresouresources Boarces Boarces Boarces Boarces Boarddddd

Ted Asbury, Chair
A. Terese Ulivarri, Vice Chair

Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood
Control Authority’s project on the North Pino
Arroyo (right) will improve the quality of
stormwater runoff within its jurisdiction.
Facilities under construction include a debris
removal structure and a ponding area which
will intercept large material and organic
matter detrimental to water quality in the
Rio Grande. Hector Gonzales, Middle Rio
Grande Conservancy District Board Member
(MRGCD) and MRCOG Board Member, and
Subhas Shah, MRGCD Chief Executive
Engineer/CEO (below, left to right), survey
the Barr Ditch, an irrigation facility in the
South Valley.



The network on which these paths are
built contains detailed information for
each segment including number of
lanes, type of facility, bus route infor-
mation, the locations of bus stops, and,
speeds for each mode. In addition, the
model provides the flexibility to code
local impediments to pedestrian or bike
mobility (for example, the inability to
cross certain streets due to high traffic
volumes).

Once the paths are built the model can
perform an accessibility analysis (by a
single mode or combination of modes)
based on a user-selected parameter
such as distance or time. Travel-time
contours based on user specified inter-
vals are then produced (see figure
above). These contours can be overlaid
on census data, generating a market
profile describing the demographic
characteristics of the area covered by
each time interval.

MRCOG intends to deploy the TRAM
model in a number of areas including
the evaluation of transportation alter-
natives, regional strategies, transit mar-
ket analysis, environmental justice is-
sues, and transportation improvement
program projects.

New Technologies . . .
enhancing productivity

MRCOG has implemented a new, state-
of-the-art transportation analytical
model called TRAM (Transportation
Accessibility Model).  This tool, based
on ArcView geographic information
system (GIS) software, is capable of
evaluating the levels of mobility and ac-
cessibility of current and future trans-
portation systems.

Most travel related models operate on
simple, uniform algorithms and aggre-
gated “representations” of a transpor-
tation system, but TRAM uses a net-
work that contains all streets, as well
as sidewalks, bike lanes, trails and ac-
tual routes and schedules of the public
transportation system. It includes over
85,000 links, and can be modified to re-
flect even more detail for specific ap-
plications (such as ADA compliant side-
walks).

The model allows MRCOG and its
member agencies to address and evalu-
ate a number of transportation issues
by determining:

•True levels of walk access to transit
using actual walking distances on side-
walks to actual bus stop locations
•The level of accessibility of specific lo-
cations (such as community centers,
schools, employment centers, and
shopping centers) via different, or even
combined modes of transportation
•Accessibility and/or proximity to spe-
cific network facility types (i.e. bicycle
trail/lanes or bus stops) throughout the
region
•The “connectivity” of pedestrian and
bike systems
•Priorities of proposed improvements
to the transportation system from a
market-based perspective
•Community profiles based on census
data regarding the above mentioned is-
sues.

The model generates “paths” on the
network from one or more user-speci-
fied origin(s) to one or more user-speci-
fied destination(s). The paths are gen-
erated using true distances instead of
the “airline miles” that are used by less
sophisticated applications.

GIS-Based Tool Developed to Model Transportation Accessibility

Critical bike path linkages
such as this drain crossing
in Albuquerque’s North
Valley (above) are included
in the comprehensive
network for TRAM. A path
is shown in red in an
example  from the model
application (right).
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New Plans . . .
providing guidance for the future
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The 2025 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) has been completed and will
guide transportation planning and project development for the next three years
in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area. As the metropolitan planning
organization for the area, MRCOG is responsible for developing a new transpor-
tation plan every three years which must project at least 20 years into the future.
During the MTP development process, the urban area transportation system was
evaluated in terms of where we are now, where and how we’re likely to grow as
an urban area, and what our transportation system should look like in the fu-
ture, given our resources.

The 2025 MTP identifies the transportation projects that are expected to be built
in the urban area between now and 2025, given the revenues we can reasonably
expect at the Federal, State and local levels. Highlights of the 2025 MTP include:

Long Range Transportation
Planning Undertaken

with Analysis,
Public Involvement

and Vision

•Projects key to economic development ini-
tiatives in the region including: I-40/Paseo
Del Volcan interchange reconstruction and
additional lanes on the Double Eagle Ac-
cess Road; Gibson Boulevard extension;
Louisiana/I-40 interchange reconstruction;
University Boulevard extension; Sunport
Boulevard extension; reconstruction of the
Coors/I-40 interchange; reconstruction of
Isleta Boulevard; and, reconstruction of
North 4th Street.

•133 additional miles in bicycle lanes and
double the number of miles of bicycle and
pedestrian paths and trails

•Increased funds for intelligent transpor-
tation system projects

•Extended transit service on Unser to
McMahon, new service to Mesa del Sol,
and more frequent trips on San Mateo,
Isleta, 4th Street and Louisiana at Uptown

•Reconstruction of much of Interstate 25
and Interstate 40

•Additional lanes on I-25 between Tram-
way and the Bernalillo interchange and
between Rio Bravo and Gibson.

The MTP includes a complete listing of all
roadway, bikeway and transit projects as
well as other transportation related pro-
grams that are anticipated to be imple-
mented between now and 2025. The map
at left shows roadway projects by type in-
cluded in the 2025 MTP.

The one-way to two-way conversion of
streets in downtown Albuquerque
enhanced pedestrian safety and created
additional on-street parking (left).
Bernalillo County completed Phase I of
the Isleta Improvement Project (bottom
left). The Alvarado Transportation
Center reflects the grandeur of
yesteryear for incoming rail passengers
(below).

Transportation projects planned to
the year 2025 are shown on the
map (right) by project type. New
construction projects correspond
with areas of expected growth
over the next two decades, while
reconstruction projects dominate
in the established sections  of the
urban area.



Analysis and Collaboration
Anchor Transportation
Planning at MRCOG
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MRCOG completed the rural component of transporta-
tion planning with publication of the Regional Long
Range Transportation Plan in early 2003.  This Plan pre-
sents goals, objectives, and strategies that are intended
to improve the movement of people and goods through-
out the non-urban RPO area. Strategic Action Recommen-
dations are aimed at maintaining and improving the ex-
isting regional highway network, ensuring the safety of
all users, preserving the environment, expanding trans-
portation alternatives, and improving the quality of life
of citizens living in the RPO region.  These recommendations are pro-
posed for implementation in short, medium, and long range time frames
over the next two decades.

The Regional Plan also includes an analysis of regional data that illus-
trates development patterns, population, and transportation systems.
Population and employment forecasts distinguish those areas that will
grow and develop in the RPO region over the next twenty years, and will
consequently place more demands on the existing highway system. A sys-
tems inventory in the Plan identifies existing roads and highways, scenic
byways, dangerous bridges and drainage structures, pedestrian and bi-
cycle facilities, proposed multi-modal facilities, and public transportation,
rail, and aviation services.

Collaborative Environment

The data gathered and analyzed dur-
ing the technical process is key to the
decisions that are arrived at through the
collaborative environment. The boards,
committees and citizens that participate
in the collaborative decision-making
process use the information in discuss-
ing transportation issues, identifying al-
ternatives and reaching decisions re-
garding specific transportation projects
to fund within given periods of time.
The Metropolitan Transportation Board
serves as the final decision-making step
for the Albuquerque Metropolitan Plan-
ning Area (AMPA). The Regional Plan-
ning Organization (RPO) Technical
Advisory Committee provides recom-
mendations to the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Transportation for input to the
state-wide transportation planning pro-
cess.

The MRCOG transportation planning
process follows a three-step process
flow: technical work, collaborative en-
vironment, and development and use
of the planning products.

Technical Work

The process begins with a thorough
data collection process to obtain a clear
picture of where we are now. It contin-
ues with a comparison to data collected
in the past, and with analysis and use
of this data for making predictions
about future transportation events and
needs. The continued refinement of
MRCOG’s transportation analysis tools
(see page 7) is critical to this technical
environment.

Development and
Use of Planning Products

The planning products that result from
the collaborative process serve as the
mechanism for documenting the pro-
cess and the decisions that result from
it. They also provide the tool for guid-
ing future transportation decisions.
Products range from traffic flow maps
for the region to the Regional Long Range
Transportation Plan and the 2025 Metro-
politan Transportation Plan to the Trans-
portation Improvement Programs for
the rural and urban planning areas.

Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?
MRCOG is the designated Regional
Planning Organization (RPO) for
transportation planning in the non-
metropolitan area of the MRCOG
region. The RPO area includes rural
Sandoval, Torrance and Valencia
Counties, and the Edgewood area of
southern Santa Fe County.

The Edgewood interchange on I-40  and NM 344 is
being reconstructed to replace a deficient structure
and increase traffic handling capability.

Regional Transportation Plan Completed in 2003

MetrMetrMetrMetrMetropolitan Topolitan Topolitan Topolitan Topolitan Transportation Boarransportation Boarransportation Boarransportation Boarransportation Boarddddd
Ronald Brown, Chair

Tim Cummins, Vice Chair

RRRRRegional Planning Oregional Planning Oregional Planning Oregional Planning Oregional Planning Organizationganizationganizationganizationganization
TTTTTechnical Aechnical Aechnical Aechnical Aechnical Advisordvisordvisordvisordvisory Committeey Committeey Committeey Committeey Committee

Ruben Chavez, Chair
Carla Clayton, Vice Chair



Ongoing Efforts . . .
providing service to the region

Regional Air Quality
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The quality of the air around us is a
critical measure of our region’s well-
being. While carbon monoxide has been
a pollutant of concern in the past for
people living and working in Albuquer-
que, the increase in ground-level ozone
is expected to have a negative impact
throughout a much larger portion of the
Middle Rio Grande region. Carbon
monoxide levels are under control and
dropping. However, ground-level
ozone levels continue to increase.

Air quality monitors are scattered
throughout the Rio Grande Valley (see
map). These monitors show that ozone
is rising steadily and is likely to be
above the Federal Ambient Air Quality
Standard in a few years. Ozone is a
summer-time pollutant because it is cre-
ated by a chemical reaction between ox-
ides of nitrogen and volatile organic

compounds when heat and light are
present. Breathing ozone can irritate
lung airways and cause inflammations
similar to sunburn. Even at very low
levels, ground-level ozone can trigger
health problems ranging from asthma
attacks to increased susceptibility to
pneumonia and bronchitis.

Besides the negative health impacts, in-
creased ozone levels in the Rio Grande
Valley could mean onerous Federal
sanctions to reduce pollution levels.
Major sources of ozone include motor
vehicle exhaust and industrial emis-
sions, gasoline vapors, and chemical
solvents. These are sources that can be
controlled. MRCOG is committed to
working with local jurisdictions to iden-
tify and help implement ways to keep
ground-level ozone at healthy levels.

Current socioeconomic and forecast
data drives local and regional economic
development as well as transportation
and comprehensive planning.

MRCOG  provides socioeconomic esti-
mation and forecasting, geographic in-
formation system (GIS), and informa-
tion technology services to meet the
data needs of our local governments.
Important data processed or developed
this year includes  2000 Census sample
data and a new base case socioeconomic
forecast to 2025 for the region.

Data and Information Services

Staff operates two major models:  The
Land Use Analysis Model (LAM) which
distributes future land use and the Re-
gional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI)
Policy Insight Model which measures
the economic impact of business relo-
cation or local policy decisions.

The computing environment at
MRCOG is continually assessed and
enhanced to improve system perfor-
mance. In addition, applications devel-
opment provides planners with new
data and analytical tools to support
their work.

Air quality monitors measuring
ground-level ozone (shown in
yellow) are scattered throughout
the region.

2002 Population
Estimates by County

and Region

Bernalillo County
578,341

Sandoval County
95,749

Torrance County
16,715

Valencia County
67,707

Southern Santa Fe County
9,569

MRCOG Region Total
768,081

Source: MRCOG.
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Historic Route 66 is the commercial heart of
Moriarty (left). Belen is experiencing housing
growth on the mesa west of the city center (right).

Comprehensive Planning
Shapes Our Communities

and Our Region

Local governments are the primary
constituents of MRCOG.  The region in-
cludes a diversity of large and small
governmental organizations with com-
mon problems and sometimes compet-
ing development issues. MRCOG is
dedicated to the improvement of plan-
ning capabilities for all local govern-
ments and maintains a professional
staff to assist member governments in
their planning and community devel-
opment efforts.

Comprehensive plans provide a policy-
level framework for community devel-
opment programs, projects, and ser-
vices. The adoption or revision of local
comprehensive plans is currently a high
priority region-wide. With funding as-
sistance offered through the New
Mexico Local Government Division,
many municipalities and counties are
reassessing long range plans for their
communities.

Long range comprehensive plans have
been developed over the past year by
MRCOG staff for the municipalities of
Belen and Moriarty, and for Torrance
County.  Efforts are also underway to
prepare comprehensive plans for the
Town of Mountainair and the Villages
of Bosque Farms and Cuba.

Regulatory reform is an-
other major activity of lo-
cal governments seeking to
implement the plans and policies of the
governing body.  MRCOG staff pro-
vides technical assistance by research-
ing and drafting ordinances and admin-
istrative forms used in land use man-
agement.

An important issue in our urbanizing
area is the need for intergovernmental
coordination among the many agencies
active within the MRCOG region.

MRCOG staff is becoming increasingly
involved in issues of jurisdiction, re-
source management, development con-
trol, and overlapping projects and pro-
grams.  As a regional planning agency,
MRCOG is in a position to ensure coor-
dination, enable joint resolution of
problems, and provide a forum for dis-
pute resolution.

Visit Us On The WVisit Us On The WVisit Us On The WVisit Us On The WVisit Us On The Webebebebeb
(and learn something new!)

www.mrcog-nm.gov

Do you need population data? Traffic flow information? An
agenda for the next MRCOG meeting? The functional classi-
fication of a roadway?  All this and more can be found at
MRCOG’s new website: www.mrcog-nm.gov.  We invite you
to visit the site and discover something new about your re-
gion.

Prompted by our name change last year, MRCOG has rede-
signed and rebuilt its website.  The site is easy to navigate
and contains new and expanded information and links. The
Regional Profile includes detailed statistics on population,
race, housing, employment, school enrollments, and land use.
Community Profiles feature each local government or
MRCOG member with links provided to the governments’
own website. Pertinent information on MRCOG and our pro-
grams, agendas for  MRCOG meetings, popular documents
and maps, and even datasets such as census data by county,
are available to view or download. An Interactive Maps Page
allows users to query GIS data and print maps of user-de-
fined themes and areas of interest.
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Village of CorVillage of CorVillage of CorVillage of CorVillage of Corralesralesralesralesrales
Gary Kanin, Mayor

Village of CubaVillage of CubaVillage of CubaVillage of CubaVillage of Cuba
Ethel Maharg, Mayor

TTTTTown of Edgewoodown of Edgewoodown of Edgewoodown of Edgewoodown of Edgewood
Howard Calkins, Mayor
Paul Hoffman, Councilman

Village of EncinoVillage of EncinoVillage of EncinoVillage of EncinoVillage of Encino

TTTTTown of Estanciaown of Estanciaown of Estanciaown of Estanciaown of Estancia
Martin Hibbs, Mayor
Chris Pohl, County Assessor

Village of Jemez SpringsVillage of Jemez SpringsVillage of Jemez SpringsVillage of Jemez SpringsVillage of Jemez Springs
John Garcia, Mayor
Wanona Maestas, Trustee

Village of Los LunasVillage of Los LunasVillage of Los LunasVillage of Los LunasVillage of Los Lunas
Louis F. Huning, Mayor
Art Mondragon, Director, Community
     Development

Los Lunas PLos Lunas PLos Lunas PLos Lunas PLos Lunas Public Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schools
William C. Moffatt,
     Deputy Superintendent

Village of Los RVillage of Los RVillage of Los RVillage of Los RVillage of Los Ranchos de Albuqueranchos de Albuqueranchos de Albuqueranchos de Albuqueranchos de Albuquerquequequequeque
 *John H. Hooker, Mayor
      Chair, MRCOG Board of Directors
 Donald Lopez, Trustee

Middle Rio Grande ConserMiddle Rio Grande ConserMiddle Rio Grande ConserMiddle Rio Grande ConserMiddle Rio Grande Conservancy Districtvancy Districtvancy Districtvancy Districtvancy District
*Hector Gonzales, Board Member

City of MoriartyCity of MoriartyCity of MoriartyCity of MoriartyCity of Moriarty
 Adan Encinias, Mayor
*M. Steven Anaya, Councilor

TTTTTown of Mountainairown of Mountainairown of Mountainairown of Mountainairown of Mountainair
Lorraine Wardell, Mayor
Severo Sisneros, Representative

City of Rio RCity of Rio RCity of Rio RCity of Rio RCity of Rio Ranchoanchoanchoanchoancho
*Jim Owen, Mayor

Rio RRio RRio RRio RRio Rancho Pancho Pancho Pancho Pancho Public Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schools
Lisa Cour, Board Member

Sandoval CountySandoval CountySandoval CountySandoval CountySandoval County
*Daymon Ely, Commissioner
Jack Thomas, Commissioner

SoutherSoutherSoutherSoutherSouthern Sandoval County Arn Sandoval County Arn Sandoval County Arn Sandoval County Arn Sandoval County Arrrrrroyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Flood
     Contr     Contr     Contr     Contr     Control Authorityol Authorityol Authorityol Authorityol Authority
Donald Rudy, Board Member

Village of TijerasVillage of TijerasVillage of TijerasVillage of TijerasVillage of Tijeras
Gloria Chavez, Mayor
Estefanie Muller, Clerk

TTTTTorororororrance Countyrance Countyrance Countyrance Countyrance County
*Bob Ayre, County Manager

VVVVValencia Countyalencia Countyalencia Countyalencia Countyalencia County
*Mary Andersen, Commissioner

Village of WVillage of WVillage of WVillage of WVillage of Willarillarillarillarillarddddd

*Executive Board

Others who serOthers who serOthers who serOthers who serOthers who served in 2002-03:ved in 2002-03:ved in 2002-03:ved in 2002-03:ved in 2002-03:
Ron Abousleman, Town of Bernalillo
John Chaney, Southern Sandoval County
     Flood Control Authority
Gary Daves, Valencia County
Berna Facio, Albuquerque Public Schools
Eric Griego, City of Albuquerque
S.T. Frank Pando, Valencia County
Tom Rutherford, Bernalillo County
Brad Winter, City of Albuquerque

City of AlbuquerCity of AlbuquerCity of AlbuquerCity of AlbuquerCity of Albuquerquequequequeque
Michael Cadigan, Councilor
*Tina Cummins, Councilor
*Jay Czar, Chief Administrative Officer
Miguel Gomez, Councilor
Sally Mayer, Councilor
Hess Yntema, Councilor

AlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerque Metrque Metrque Metrque Metrque Metropolitan Aropolitan Aropolitan Aropolitan Aropolitan Arrrrrroyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Floodoyo Flood
     Contr     Contr     Contr     Contr     Control Authorityol Authorityol Authorityol Authorityol Authority
*Tim Eichenberg, Board Member

AlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerAlbuquerque Pque Pque Pque Pque Public Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schools
*Robert Lucero, Board Member

City of BelenCity of BelenCity of BelenCity of BelenCity of Belen
Ronnie Torres, Mayor
*A. Terese Ulivarri, Councilor,
     Vice Chair, MRCOG Board of Directors

TTTTTown of Berown of Berown of Berown of Berown of Bernalillonalillonalillonalillonalillo
 *Charles Aguilar, Mayor

BerBerBerBerBernalillo Countynalillo Countynalillo Countynalillo Countynalillo County
*Alan Armijo, Commissioner
E. Tim Cummins, Commissioner
Juan Vigil, County Manager

Village of Bosque FVillage of Bosque FVillage of Bosque FVillage of Bosque FVillage of Bosque Farararararmsmsmsmsms
Roger Baldwin, Mayor
Ginger Eldridge, Councilor

MRCOG Board of Directors

Elevation Map of the MRCOG Region

Mid-Region Council of Governments
of New Mexico

317 Commercial NE, Suite 104
Albuquerque, N.M.  87102

Phone: 505-247-1750
Fax: 505-247-1753

Web: www.mrcog-nm.gov


